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idealism has been a philosophic tradition, part of the western tradition. ideology, however, sprang
out of the intellectual ferment of the enlightenment and marxist socialism. for idealism a work of art
or an ethical theory is a work of timeless validity, an explanatory and constitutive reality in its own
right, a metaphysical or hermeneutic construct. ideology, on the other hand, is a political theory,
marx and engels claimed, a theory of production in terms of the relationships of production, at the
level of political economy in the broadest sense. to that end, it points to the need of a political
theory, a theory of political economy, within which they in turn build the political theory of class
struggle that was to be the principal focus of their research and their politics. while ideology makes
reference to the world of practice it refers to a specific practice, a special kind of practice, making
use of economic and other concepts and terminology, intended to explain the world of actual
political action and decision-making. so the term is a product of marxist philosophy, and, while it
could usefully be applied to other political philosophies, it has come to be associated with marx and
his intellectual world-view. ideology in marxist terms is a species of social and political science. it is,
thus, a theory of mass political action in the here and now. and ideology, as a theory of human
action, the theory of human society, is not just a study of the culture of an individual but of the
cultures, habits, customs, values, mentalities, social arrangements and institutions that make up
societies. 13
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though it may appear a very positive thing, the study of ideology is not free from conceptual and
methodological problems. one of them is that it is an area of enquiry that focuses on the nature of
ideologies rather than on the processes of their production. another is that this study is focused on

ideologies as they exist, not on the mental and social processes whereby they are produced, or
interpreted, or at least claimed to be. we have, then, an extensive and ever expanding body of
knowledge, variously distilling diverse perspectives as to the nature of ideology, its meaning, its

function, its authoritativeness and its presence in everyday life. these ideas are the observations on
what ideologies are. but they are not connected with how they came about, with what processes of
production and what forms of representation are at work in their creation and dissemination, with

what empirical and social determinants influence the viability and the likelihood of their continuance,
and with who and why this process of production works. it is unclear how the self-conscious,
organized, legitimized and credentialed attempts to make people aware of the existence of

ideologies and to describe the nature of their functions are to be linked with the objective, time-
honoured process of human action in the course of which people learn the social and political world.
this is the problem of the formation of the ‘political subject’. in a modified sense, we can say that the

status of exodus groups has always been a political issue. in the wake of the ancien r˙gime, exile
and forced labour were common in central europe. from such groups, new political movements
emerged. the best-known case is perhaps that of the philosophes communistes, the classical

communist exponents of what has become the most influential intellectual tradition of political
thinking today: marxism, as advanced by karl marx and his intellectual contemporaries such as

pierre-joseph proudhon, louis blanc, j.-j. gobin and friedrich engels. although the communist tradition
is politically and intellectually connected to the ideas of race and nation, marx's principal

contributions to modern political thinking are threefold. first, his is the first expression of the thesis
that political freedom requires economic freedom. here, he invokes the physiological link between
freedom and the freedom to create-a link that is by no means a contingent feature of the modern

social order, but has always been present in the religious-mythical view of man in politics.
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