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How to Fix SteamAPI_RestartAppIfNecessary
Error in Age of Empires II
If you are a fan of Age of Empires II, you might have encountered a frustrating error message when
trying to launch the game from the launcher.exe file. The message says
"SteamAPI_RestartAppIfNecessary () has been triggered. Aborting startup" and prevents you from
playing the game.

This error is caused by a missing or corrupted DLL file called steam_api.dll, which is required for the
game to communicate with Steam. There are several possible solutions to this problem, depending
on your situation. Here are some of them:

Verify the integrity of game files. This is a simple and quick way to check if your game files are1.
intact and up-to-date. To do this, open Steam and go to your library. Right-click on Age of
Empires II and select Properties. Go to the Local Files tab and click on Verify Integrity of
Game Files. Steam will scan your game files and download any missing or corrupted ones.
Reinstall the Visual C++ Redistributable Packages. These are essential components for2.
running many games and applications on Windows. Sometimes they might get corrupted or
outdated, causing errors like SteamAPI_RestartAppIfNecessary. To reinstall them, go to the
game folder (usually C:\Program Files (x86)\Steam\steamapps\common\Age2HD) and find the
vcredist folder. Inside it, you will see two files: vcredist_x86.exe and vcredist_x64.exe. Run
both of them as administrator and follow the instructions.
Copy the steam_api.dll file from another source. If the previous steps did not work, you might3.
need to manually replace the steam_api.dll file in your game folder. You can find this file
online from various sources, but be careful to download it from a trustworthy website.
Alternatively, you can copy it from another game that uses Steamworks, such as Half-Life 2 or
Portal 2. Just make sure that the file is compatible with your system (32-bit or 64-bit) and your
game version.
Use a different launcher. If none of the above solutions worked, you might want to try4.
launching the game from a different executable file. Instead of using launcher.exe, you can use
AoK HD.exe or AoE2DE_s.exe, depending on which version of the game you have. You can find
these files in the same folder as launcher.exe. You might need to add some launch options to
make them work properly, such as -nostartup or -appid.

We hope that this article helped you fix the SteamAPI_RestartAppIfNecessary error in Age of
Empires II and enjoy this classic strategy game without any issues. If you have any questions or
feedback, feel free to leave a comment below.

How to Choose the Best Civilization for Your Playstyle
One of the most important decisions you have to make in Age of Empires 2 is which civilization to
play as. There are 37 civilizations in the game, each with its own unique bonuses, units,
technologies, and strategies. Some civilizations are better suited for certain maps, game modes, and
playstyles than others.

For example, if you like to play aggressively and raid your enemy's economy with fast cavalry units,
you might want to choose a civilization like the Mongols, the Huns, or the Magyars. These
civilizations have bonuses that make their cavalry cheaper, faster, or stronger. They also have
access to powerful unique units like the Mangudai, the Tarkan, or the Magyar Huszar.



On the other hand, if you prefer to play defensively and turtle up behind walls and castles, you might
want to choose a civilization like the Byzantines, the Teutons, or the Koreans. These civilizations
have bonuses that make their buildings cheaper, stronger, or more resistant to siege weapons. They
also have access to unique units like the Cataphract, the Teutonic Knight, or the War Wagon.

Of course, these are just some examples of how different civilizations can suit different playstyles.
There is no definitive answer to which civilization is the best in Age of Empires 2. It depends on your
personal preference, your skill level, your opponent's civilization, the map type, and the game mode.
The best way to find out which civilization works best for you is to experiment with different options
and see what suits your style.

How to Use Hotkeys and Shortcuts to Improve Your
Efficiency
Another key aspect of Age of Empires 2 strategy is how to use hotkeys and shortcuts to improve your
efficiency and speed. Hotkeys are keyboard commands that allow you to perform actions without
moving your mouse or clicking on icons. Shortcuts are mouse gestures that allow you to perform
actions without opening menus or selecting options.

Using hotkeys and shortcuts can save you a lot of time and hassle in managing your economy,
building your army, and controlling your units. For example, instead of clicking on a Town Center
and then clicking on the Create Villager button, you can simply press H and then A on your
keyboard. This will instantly queue up a Villager in your Town Center without moving your mouse at
all.

Similarly, instead of clicking on a Barracks and then clicking on the Create Militia button, you can
simply press B and then A on your keyboard. This will instantly queue up a Militia in your Barracks
without moving your mouse at all. You can use hotkeys for almost every action in the game, such as
selecting buildings, units, groups, technologies, formations, stances, etc.

Shortcuts are also very useful for performing actions quickly and easily. For example, instead of
opening the menu and selecting Save Game or Load Game, you can simply press F12 or F11 on your
keyboard. This will open the Save Game or Load Game window without opening the menu at all.

Similarly, instead of opening the menu and selecting Options or Chat Box, you can simply press F10
or Enter on your keyboard. This will open the Options or Chat Box window without opening the
menu at all. You can use shortcuts for almost every action in the game that requires opening a menu
or a window.

The best way to learn how to use hotkeys and shortcuts is to practice them regularly and memorize
them. You can also customize them according to your preference in the Options menu. Using hotkeys
and shortcuts will make you a much more efficient and effective player in Age of Empires 2.
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