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What is Playout Automation Software and
Why You Need It

Playout automation software is a type of software that automates the process of playing out video
and audio content on a broadcast channel. It can handle tasks such as scheduling, playlist
management, graphics insertion, live input switching, and more. Playout automation software can
help broadcasters save time, money, and resources by reducing human errors, optimizing workflows,
and enhancing quality and consistency.

In this article, we will explore some of the benefits and features of playout automation software, as
well as some of the best options available in the market.

Benefits of Playout Automation Software

Playout automation software can offer many advantages for broadcasters, such as:

¢ Flexibility: Playout automation software can support multiple formats, frame rates,
resolutions, and aspect ratios, making it easy to adapt to different broadcast standards and
platforms. It can also allow for seamless transitions between live and pre-recorded content, as
well as dynamic graphics and overlays.

¢ Scalability: Playout automation software can scale up or down according to the needs and
budget of the broadcaster. It can run on a single computer or a network of servers, depending
on the complexity and size of the operation. It can also be integrated with other systems and
devices, such as storage, ingest, transcoding, editing, and streaming.

¢ Reliability: Playout automation software can ensure uninterrupted and error-free playout by
using features such as redundancy, backup, monitoring, and logging. It can also handle
unexpected situations such as file corruption, network failure, or power outage by using
fallback mechanisms such as cache, loop, or filler content.

¢ Efficiency: Playout automation software can reduce the need for manual intervention and
supervision by automating repetitive and tedious tasks. It can also improve the workflow and
productivity of the staff by providing tools such as drag-and-drop interface, preview window,
timeline editing, and remote control.

¢ Quality: Playout automation software can enhance the quality and consistency of the output
by using features such as color correction, audio normalization, aspect ratio conversion, and
frame rate conversion. It can also provide real-time feedback and analysis of the playout
performance by using metrics such as loudness level, video quality index, and signal status.

Features of Playout Automation Software

Playout automation software can vary in terms of functionality and complexity, but some of the
common features that most broadcasters look for are:

¢ Scheduling: This feature allows the user to create and manage playlists for different channels
and time slots. It can also support advanced scheduling options such as dayparting,
recurrence, priority, expiration date, etc.

e Graphics: This feature allows the user to insert graphics and overlays on top of the video
content. It can also support dynamic graphics that can change according to data sources such
as RSS feeds, social media posts, weather updates, etc.

¢ Live Input: This feature allows the user to switch between live and pre-recorded content on



the fly. It can also support live input sources such as cameras, microphones, NDI devices, etc.

e Edit-while-Ingest: This feature allows the user to edit the content while it is being ingested
from a source. It can also support features such as trimming, cropping, cutting, splicing, etc.

e Broadcast Delay: This feature allows the user to create a delay between the input and output
of the content. It can also support features such as censoring, muting, skipping, etc.

¢ Output Options: This feature allows the user to choose from different output options such as
SDI cards
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